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St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Our Lady’s Chapel
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The Feast of the Annunciation is one of the most important in the Church calendar. First, it
celebrates the actual Incarnation of Our Savior -- the Word made flesh in the womb of His mother,
Mary. Second, it is a principal Marian feast. Two other feasts honoring Our Lord's mother, the
Assumption (August 15), and the Immaculate Conception (December 8), are celebrated as Holy
Days of Obligation in the United States. New Year's Day, January 1, is observed as a Solemnity of
Mary. Many Catholics who are deeply concerned with the defense of the life of unborn children
believe that it would be most fitting if the Feast of the Annunciation were also to be accorded this
status. Although it seems unlikely that the American bishops will add another obligatory feast to the
Church calendar, we can certainly take on the 'obligation’ ourselves to attend Mass, if at all possible.
In any case, it is most appropriate that we encourage special celebrations in the "Domestic Church"-
- even, perhaps, in our parishes.

The biblical account of the Annunciation is in the first chapter of the Gospel of St. Luke, which
describes the news given to Mary that she was to become the mother of the Incarnation of God,
records the "angelic salutation" of Gabriel to Mary, 'Hail, thou who art highly favored. The Lord is
with thee." This is the origin of the repeated "Hail Mary" prayer of the Rosary); and Mary's response
to God's will, "Let it be done to me according to thy word." Her exultant hymn, the Magnificat, found
in Luke 1:46-55, has been part of the Church's liturgy of the hours, at Vespers (evening prayer),
and has been repeated nightly in churches, convents and monasteries for many centuries.

The significance of this Christian feast on Western culture is made clear from the fact that New
Years Day used to be celebrated on March 25. This was the case in England until as late as 1752.

Reference: http://www.ewtn.com/library/FAMILY/MARCH25.TXT
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Today from 1:40-2:30pm, there will be a
presentation in room 164 at Richard

Montgomery High School about some possible
summer service projects that our youth group
would like to get involved inPossible service
projects: Catholic Heart Workcamp(CHWC) in
Providence RI 6/27 to 7/2 and Encounter the
Gospel of Life @ the University of MD 7/11 to
7/16. There are flyers and registration forms for
both on http://www.sfadw.  org/youth
forms.php All interested youth8grade and up
are encouraged to attend the meeting.
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Elections to be held in May to replace Joseph
Kao, Alice Ting, and Rosa Hum. Please submit
names for nomination for new council members
to Fr. Ruan ASAP.
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Chelsea Pennello (daughter of Gene and Chun-
Chin Pennello) and Eugenia Li (daughter of
Luke Li & Scarlett Li)¥T5H1H7PM £ St.
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SO R R 25 3. Lent in 2010
will start on Wednesday, the 17th of February
and will continue for 46 days until Saturday, the
1st of April, is a season of the Church calendar
set aside for Christians to do penance in
preparation for the celebration of the
resurrection of Jesus ChristWe will have
weekly Stations of Cross at St. Mary’s Chapel

in Rockville, on Friday from Feb. 19 to Mar.

26 at 8:00pm.
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During Lent, abstinence from meat on
Fridays is obligatory for Catholic 14 years
and older.
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