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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2010
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2010

Theme: You Are Witnesses of These Things.(Luke
24:48)

The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
begins tomorrow January 18 and continues
throughout the week until Monday, January 25. Let
us join other Christian churches in our area as we
remember the 2010 theme "You Are Witnesses of
These Things" (Luke 24:48).

The Church Unity Octave, a forerunner of the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity, was developed by
Father Paul Wattson, SA, at Graymoor in Garrison,
New York, and was first observed at Graymoor
from January 18-25, 1908. Today, the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity invites the whole
Christian community throughout the world to pray
in communion with the prayer of Jesus “that they all
may be one” (John 17:21).

In 1966, the Faith and Order Commission of the
World Council of Churches and the Vatican
Secretariat (now Council) for Promoting Christian
Unity began collaborating as a common
international text for worldwide usage. Since 1968
these international texts, which are based on themes
proposed by ecumenical groups around the world,
have been developed, adapted and published for use
in the United States by the Graymoor Ecumenical
and Interreligious Institute. (A Ministry of the
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement)

During the 2010 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
we are invited to follow the whole of chapter 24 of
Luke's gospel. Whether it be the terrified women at
the tomb, the two discouraged disciples on the road
to Emmaus or the eleven disciples overtaken by
doubt and fear, all who together encounter the Risen
Christ are sent on mission: "You are witness of
these things". This mission of the Church is given
by Christ and cannot be appropriated by anyone. It
is the community of those who have been
reconciled with God and in God, and who can
witness to the truth of the power of salvation in
Jesus Christ.
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We will reflect each day on chapter 24 of Luke's
gospel stopping at the questions which it asks:
Jesus' questions to his disciples; the questions the
apostles ask of Christ.

Each of these questions allows us to highlight a
particular way of witnessing to the Risen One. Each
of them invites us to think about our situation of
church division and about how, concretely, we can
remedy that. We are already witnesses and we need
to become better witnesses.

How?

By praising the One who gives us the gift of life and
resurrection (Day 1);

By knowing how to share the story of our faith with
others (Day 2);

By recognizing that God is at work in our lives
(Day 3);

By giving thanks for the faith we have received
(Day 4);

By confessing Christ's victory over all suffering
(Day 5);

By seeking to always be more faithful to the Word
of God (Day 6);

By growing in faith, hope and love (Day 7);

By offering hospitality and knowing how to receive
it when it is offered to us (Day 8).

Would our witness not be more faithful to the
gospel of Christ in each of these eight aspects if we
witnessed together ?

To read all of Luke 24, click here.
(Source: www.geii.org)

January 22

A DAY OF PRAYER AND
PENANCE FOR HUMAN LIFE
+ On this anniversary of the Supreme
Court decision, Roe vs. Wade, 1973,
January 22 will be observed in all
the dioceses of the United States of
America as a particular day of penance for
violations to the dignity of the human person
committed through acts of abortion, and of prayer
fro the full restoration of the legal guarantee of the
right to life.
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RAT#s, HAEhEHE . All 140 parishes
in the Archdiocese of Washington have been
asked to take up a special collection to support
relief efforts in Haiti. All of the funds will be
sent to Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the
international humanitarian aid organization of
the Catholic Church in the United States.
CRS has worked in Haiti, the poorest nation in
the Western Hemisphere, for more than 50 years.
In addition to the parish collections,
donations may be made directly to CRS:
By phone: 1-877-HELP-CRS
By text: text RELIEF to 30644
Online: www.crs.org
By mail: Catholic Relief Services
P.O. Box 17090, Baltimore, MD 21203-7090
Memo portion of check: Haiti Earthquake
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#%. The Financial Council asked for those
parishioner who has changed their address in
2009 to provide their current address so they can
mail donation letter for 2009 tax. Please e-mail
the current address to Alice Ting jting@cox.net
(Chinatown) and Joseph Kao
josephkao@comcast.net (Rockville).
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Rockville Post-Confirmation Talk This Sunday!

Date: Sunday, January 17" 2009
Time: 1:35-2:30pm
Location: Richard Montgomery High School,

X/
°

X/
°

Room 164

Topic: Pro-Life Issues

Speaker: Dr. and Mrs. Ben Ouyang

All post confirmation students and parents are
welcome! The talk will be in English.
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Chinese New Year celebration will be on
Sunday February 14th (Sunday) 6:30 pm at St.
Mary's gym. Dinner will be potluck style.
February 14 Chinatown will have the regular
Mass at 11:30 am, but Rockville's Mass will
change to 5:00 pm.

BRRMMNAOEEGE AL TIABHERE
Zt, ZEN D ERFAR SR R ST
¥, JEIE R MEA M K N . Rosa
Hum's father (Liz's grandfather) passed away on
Jan 13 in Taiwan. He was 92 years old. Please
pray for the repose of his soul, and please keep
Rosa and her family in your prayers.

RWAG 6 R RI RgEH L+, T1HI13H
EEERWR A ZFEANT L BHEEN
o) R #E, HFIE NI KX A . Mr.
Soong, Yabo's oldest sister passed away in
Taiwan on Jane 13. She was 69 years old. Please
pray for the repose of her soul, and please keep
Yabo and his family in your prayers.

R A #R AL I BESR I H 2 it 15 0 5
B RF AR BEET# . i R A
M HZFE N # . Fr. Guang Qian Chen’s
mother is diagnosed with stomach cancer. Fr.
Chen is asking for your prayers. May God
strengthen them during this difficult time.
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