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Halloween, All Saintsand All Souls

Why do we celebrate Halloween and All Saints Day?
Who are the saints?
What does the Catholic Church teach about purgatory?
Why do Catholics pray for the dead? What isa holy day of obligation?

Three Celebrations: One Purpose

On November 1 we honor all the saints, known arichawn. In the early Church Christians
remembered the anniversaries of martyrs, who dietheir faith in Christ. Other saints were
added gradually, and increased in number whenwaegrocess of canonization was established.
Eventually Pope Gregory IV (827-844) extended thelaration of all the saints on November 1 to
the entire Church.

The vigil, which is now known as Halloween or trevéning before,” seems to have been held as
early as the feast itself. Before the Romans cereglireland, Scotland, Wales and Brittany, the
Celts celebrated the festival of Samhain, LorchefDead, the night before November 1 which
marked their new year. By remembering all the dsed on November 2, the Church has
Christianized a pagan celebration.

The purpose of celebrating October 31, NovemberdiNovember 2 is to remember those who
have died, whether they are officially recognizgdte Church as saints or not. It is a celebration
of the communion of saints. It reminds us thatanecalled to holiness, and what life will be ® it
fullness.

Communion of Saints

Through the communion of saints “a perennial lifilcbarity exists between the faithful who have
already reached their heavenly home, those wheapting their sins in purgatory and those
who are still pilgrims on earth. Between them thisy¢oo, an abundant exchange of all good
things” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1475).

In every Mass we remember those who have gonedafgrbout more so at this time of the year.
Prayers for the dead have been found in the Olthifesnt (2 Maccabees 12:38-46) , the New
Testament (2 Timothy 1:18) and early Christian wgs (Tertullian in 211 A.D.) The question of
purgatory and praying for the dead was a majoris®iween Catholics and Protestants in the
16th century.

Purgatory

The Catholic teaching on purgatory reflects itsarsthnding of the communion of saints. We are
connected to the saints in heaven, the saints-itingan purgatory and other believers here on
earth. Prayers for the deceased are not a medngyiofy their way out of purgatory.

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Chusth,unfortunately may have bad effects even
after the sinner repents. Sincere repentancedasla desire to repair the damage done by one’s
sins. That may or may not be complete before tiheopedies. (CCC 1030-32)

When the world ends at the Final Judgment, thelldb@ionly two possibilities: heaven and hell.
We who celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection over sin aathdook forward to sharing in that victory,



and we pray that our beloved dead may do the same.

Holy Day of Obligation

Holy days of obligation are feasts considered gmoitant by the Church that Catholics are
required to participate in the celebration of MaSsindays are the main holy days since they
celebrate the Easter mystery: Christ's passiorihdeal resurrection.

In the United States, the holy days of obligatioet a

Mary, Mother of God January 1
Ascension of Our Lord 40 days after Easter
Assumption of Mary August 15

All Saints November 1
Immaculate Conception December 8
Christmas December 25

Whenever January 1, August 15 or November 1 faila Saturday f
or on a Monday, the obligation to attend Mass g&psuded. The
Ascension has been moved to the Seventh SundagstéEn the
Archdiocese of Washington.

References:

http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Halloween/
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01315a.htm
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PRAYER TO ST. JUDE, PATRON SAINT OF HOPELESS CAUSES

Most holy apostle, Saint Jude, faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the Church
honors and invokes you universally, as the patron of hopeless cases, of things
almost despaired of. Pray for me, | am so helpless and alone. Make use | implore
you, of that particular privilege given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where
help is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this great need that | may

# receive the consolation and help of heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and

& sufferings, particularly - (Here make your request) and that | may praise God with
| : = ': 'you and all the elect forever. | promise, O blessed Saint Jude, to be ever mindful of
this great favor, to always honor you as my special and powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage
devotion to you. Amen.
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10/26() | Z8E A= Rom 8:12-17%k Ps 68:2,4,6-7,20-2 B4 i11E+% Lk 13:10-17

10/27() | &5 NZE Rom 8:18-255k Ps 126:1-2,2-3,4-5,& Nt&E % Lk 13:18-21

10/28() | JE#LHT A= Eph 2:19-22%k Ps 19:2-3,4-5[& /{5 LKk 6:12-19
BE Vg R BE s #EE H Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostlésftis: 425 primi
+Ir)

10/29¢U) | 2 A FE Rom 8:31-395k Ps 109:21-22,26-27,30-38& /t& 2 Lk 13:31-35

10/30(f) | &5 AZE Rom 9:1-53k Ps 147:12-13,14-15,19-285 filt&E & Lk 14:1-6

10/31¢) | 28 A E Rom 11:1-2,11-12,25-2%k Ps 94:12-13,14-15,17-185htE5 Lk 14:1,7-
14
Optional Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Halleen
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Sunday during Mass, we will not shake hands
or holding hands until the flu season is over.
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B Next Sunday, November 1 is the Day
Light Saving End. Please remember to adjust
your clock one hour backward
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Church prays for the departed souls who are
in the Purgatory. We can relieve their
sufferings through celebration of Mass; pray

and do sufferings and penances acts that have J

indulgences attached to them. The following
prayer is taken from thidandbook of
Indulgencesnd a partial indulgence can be
gained by it recitation. This indulgence is
only applicable to the souls in purgatory.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and

let perpetual light shine upon them. May
they rest in peace. Amen
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% Rockville Adult faith formation sessions
(English) — Starting in October, there will be
monthly talks by various speakers. On
October 28, Fr. John Baptist Ku will speak
about Rosary and Mary. Location will be at
Richard Montgomery HS cafeteria, and time
will be 10:45am-11:45am. In November, Fr.
Ming will speak about purgatory.
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