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A time to give Thanks

Everyone who came for the ®&nniversary Mass on the "1 af
May and the reception immediately followed and icigawith the dinner
banquet would concur that the whole day celebratias beautiful and
successful. Archbishop Donald Wuerl, immediatetgrathe Mass and
on the following day, had repeatedly expressegdyisind appreciation
which we had shown and given to him.

| want to use this opportunity to give thanksgivifigst of all to
our Almighty and loving God. The Z%anniversary celebration would
never have been possible without God's blessing.réiect to all the
meetings and plans that had led to the May 12tlivarsary celebration,
| am without word to describe how grateful | anotor Pastoral and
Financial Councils' members and to everyone whodealicated so
much time and efforts into making this celebrati@autiful. At the same
time, | also realize how truly blessed | am as ymastor.

During the course of the preparation for th& aBniversary, |
have both seen and witnessed the spirit of a charchmmunity, a
spiritual family that is very alive. Although weeasmall in number
compare to other Catholic parish, we do not lacthenspirit of service
and dedication. As we come together as a commiorithis special
occasion, | have seen that our faith is as larghaf the mustard seed.
We were not afraid when things did not go our wahe find support in
each others, and we also trust that God will blsss

| felt very much apologetic to our young childréecause | have
taken their parents away from them during thoseginhknew that all of
you had worked late into the night. You might h&o& your night rest,
and performance at work was compromised by thislefido all this,
you did not have much time for yourselves, youtdren and families.



With this in mind, | am all the more grateful foowr support and
dedication to our community.

Last of all, | want to thank our benefactors andgteoners who
support us through prayers, services and finance sticcess of the 95
anniversary and the continual growth of our missicmmade possible
because of your supports and dedication. May Gesishyou and your
family, and may He reward you a hundredfold.

Rev. Nick Hien Nguyen, SVD
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QFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON

5001 EASTERN AVENUE
PosT OFFICE BOx 29260
WasHINGTON, D.C. 20017

May 15, 2007

Dear Father Nguyen,

On Saturday, May 12, I had the pleasure of visiting
Qur Lady of China Pastoral Mission for the twenty-fifth
anniversary celebration and an opportunity to meet with
you and your parishioners. It was an occasion for me to
experience the vibrant parish life in this archdiocese.
Thank you for your gracious hospitality and for your
generous gift.

My hope is that you will find opportunity to
express my sincere gratitude to everyone who was a part
of that delightful time.

With every good wish, I am

Faithfully in Christ,
‘& w._._..._L-—-‘L

Archbishop of Washington

Reverend Nick Hien Nguyen, S.V.D.
Parochial Administrator

Our Lady of China Pastoral Mission
1001 Grandin Avenue

Rockville, Maryland 20851
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Living Our Faith

Diana Yeh YUC1U?3

I “Sowing the Seeds of Contemplation” was the tfi¢he reading
material for the eight weeks Lenten retreat thery&Sowing the seeds,
again?” | mumbled to myself when | first receivée book. It seemed to
have an endless sowing the seeds in our spirifeablut when will the
seeds sprouts, the trees grow, orwill the fruits ever emerge?

I ' The first few weeks of retreat, I've gotten to led not only the
materials provided but also about my group meml&wen, I've found
myself actually looking forward to the Saturdayeat sections. From
the readings to the sharing, it was more thanthesintellectual wisdom
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or the spiritual profoundness, it was the totadtmmong the group
members that allowed everybody to share the thgudgep in their
hearts, had created an enormous valuable experietice eight weeks
retreat. While we shared the common bond of tigustkly, the
friendship was sprouting among my group members.

I !In the daily reading and prayer exercises of tbteiveeks retreat,

| had often reflected on what had happened duheddst Lenten season.
Last year, we learned that there was a tumor insig@usband’s liver
and that he needed a liver transplant. While weevaexiously waiting
for Michael’s liver transplant, | was desperatelghing for solutions,
both medically and spiritually. | fasted, prayetteaded Mass, and asked
for prayers from my families and fellow parishiosefhere were
numerous questions in my mind. In every occasidradked myself,
what will it be next year? | remember sitting oe fhew inside St.
Mary’s Chapel during the Cross of Station, | lookédvichael next to
me; will he be still here, sitting beside me, ngxar? | was devastated.
I 1 This Easter, | looked at Michael sitting next to;miad so much to
thank for. The most grateful would be the love pralers that was
generously given from my families, friends, collaag and particularly,
my brothers and sisters in Christ, which had predittemendous
strength in sustaining me through such a time céainty.
Additionally, the most unexpected gift from all theayers would be the
wisdom in handling the situation during the verffidult time. The
wisdom that deepened my thoughts, broadened my, ae@/opened up
my mind in accepting any outcome that God had pezpa

I TOver the period of time, the profound love that Gad shown me
is beyond words, while | had prayed for a good ontte, God had given
something even bigger, love and wisdom - Himsetfth# last section of
the Lenten retreat, when | reflected on the enkneslopment since we
found the tumor in Michael’s liver, | was overwhadby the joy that
God had poured on me. Yes, we did it again, emengser ever from
another experience of living our faith!

I 1 After the eight weeks retreat, I've come to reatizat a spiritual

life grows in a constant transformation — seedsesband sprouted, grew
into trees, and fruits emerged in each experiecmainually, the cycle
keeps going on and on in every experiences of iffereht stages of my
life. Currently, Michael is required to continuing taking medications
in keeping his health; in the future, I'll continaa encounter difficulties
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in my life.... as long as we live, there is no endimgrowing our
spiritual life, and we need that endless “sowirgtbeds of
contemplation!”

I I'*Living in action, not in promise, action means conhues the
ministry of Jesus --- living as he did as if we arsafest when we place
our lives in God’s hands (Living Our Faith, The Tidings, 09/06)
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| participated in a very open and frank disausen which we shared
our personal life experiences. This openness davexercises more
meaning and purpose.

It made me a better person and improved myioakhips with my
family, friends, co-workers, and community. It made me a better
Christian.

From this eight weeks exercise, | now undestaow a basic
Christian community was before there was a “churtk&nse how the
community can support each other spiritually aratpecally. This is
how we demonstrate our love for each other as lasght us.
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How Jesus can be meaningfully presented to Chinepeople

Father WenXi Zhang (1 of 4)

CHRISTIANITY IN THE CHINESE CULTURAL CONTEXT 16-25
2% National Catholic China Conference

The contemporary reality of urbanization and gladadion disrupt local
social relations, family ties of those Chinese, séhtraditional culture is
group-oriented, family-based and highly relationdbw they are dug
out of their familiar environments and wanderingoag strangers in big
cities. The rapid change of the society makesdritmer feel that he or
she is excluded from society. Especially for thang the rapid social
change can create a feeling of rootlessness. @mids exactly what
people urgently need.

Based on the analysis of the Chinese reality, Giiaditional culture,
the Biblical Christian message, and Christian tradj solidarity is the
key concept for the Chinese.

1). Jesus is the pain-love of God, our most trustwihy friend.

Since ancient times, our ancestors tried to unaledsivho God is. As
the famous painting of Creation of Adam by God shiomwhere Adam
stretches out his hand to touch God, so also arestors used their
reason to try to touch God to understand Him. Theeye had some
understandings of God. However, his or her undedstgs of God were
not clear, for “No one has ever seen God” (Joh84d).1 On the one hand
human beings are searching for God; on the othed,Haod stretches
out his hand to touch human beings. “In times,gaset spoke in partial
and various ways to our ancestors” (Hebl:1a) ardese last days, he
spoke to us through his only Son, Jesus Christ,isshbthe Father’s side
and has revealed God to us (John 1:18). He wame/eal to us that
God is love (1 John 4:16a), for God has so lovedatbrld that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes inWwithhave eternal life
(John 3: 16) and abundant life (John 10:10). Hmiked Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us” (Matt 1:23). He calsfriends (John
15:15) and he lays down his life for us as histie (John 15:13). God
sends his Son Jesus Christ to show solidarity aithhuman beings,
especially when we are most in nekd.
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For Chinese Christology, it is very important anelamingful for us to
believe that God addresses the experience of sufdrrough a “gravity
bound” love that draws God into Chinese history emad the historical
lives of Chinese peopfe.This is not God’s suffering “on behalf of” our
suffering; rather, God shows his solidarity. Héexs together “with”
our Chinese and all humanity. Here vicariousngssplaced by
identification. The crucified God is the God wlientifies all the way
with us in our sufferings and even death. He ssfi@th us and dies
with us. In suffering or in death, namely, in thiation of utter despair
and emptiness, we are not alone. We do not saliéee or die alone.
This must be the faith that enables us to facailtir@ate situation of life
with equanimity. The God of our faith is the Godonguffers our
suffering, and the God who dies our death. If gam-love God is with
us, what can be against us? (Rom 8:31) Nothiradj icreation can
separate us from the love of God in Christ our L@tdm 8:39)

The moving story of the death of Lazarus (John-##)shows us how
vulnerable of Jesus’ heart. Four expressions deshow profoundly
Jesus was touched by Lazarus’ death. Jesus walyglistressed and he
sighed heavily when he heard the weeping of Masfr§dl1:33). Jesus
wept (John 11:35) when he heard Lazarus was dehterighed deeply
as he reached the tomb of Lazarus (John 11:38).

Jesus in his own life has gone through every miaadypain that men
and women go through, because otherwise he cotlautp share in the
misery and pain of humankind, and because othefv@smsuld not face
us to say, “look, I am with you, | have sufferdceliyou and | am
suffering with you. Your misery—I understand ityént through it
myself.” Jesus suffered betrayal by his belovesgigles, injustice from
his religious and political leaders, mockery frolirtlaose who passed by
him. He even suffered the feeling of the abandontraghis Father on
the cross. For a moment Jesus must have felt Hisisking into the
abyss of pitch darkness. He himself faced the klegce of God. Jesus,
together with all people who suffer, mustered #s tirop of his strength
and beseeched God for help, “My God, My God, whyehyou forsaken
me?” (Mark 15:34)!

1 C.S. SongTell us our Name&Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1984) 30.

2 C.S. SongThird Eye TheologyMaryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1991) 194.

3 C.S. Song Jesus, The Crucified PeoMinneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996) 12-13.
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Jesus as the pain-love of God gives us hope isufterings. Where
there is this power of love, there is the manifistaof God’s
redemption, for we know that it is in suffering tlizod, as the pain-love
power, presents us hope. We know that Jesus edffée us and he is
suffering with us, although we do not know why we auffering. We
know, however, that God is showing his great loyd®ing with us.
With this love, we hold fast the hope. It is vepmforting to know that
suffering and death is not the final end. Jesuwalff broke the silence
ruled by death, “I am the resurrection and thé€ [{f®hn 11:25). What
powerful words! Life is pronounced in a world ssizby death.
Resurrection is declared from the very place tereor by death. Jesus’
good news of life does not come from a paradisekihaws no death,
but comes from within the world threatened andngraed by endless
death and suffering. His resurrection confirmg flesus-his person, his
message of love, behavior of solidarity and comraittio be with our
human being—was vindicated. We are to follow Jéswsndication,
final victory and honor! !
This image of God is especially powerful to thodeovare suffering in
rural areas and to those who are far away front thmilies and now
suffering isolation and discrimination in strangges due to
urbanization.!
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Youth Program Speaker Fr. Tom Betz, OFM Cap

Before becoming a Capuchin-Franciscan Friar, heantassyer. Currently he is
the Vocation Director of the Capuchin-Franciscaarnsrin the Province of St.
Augustine. For more than 15 years he has servétegsastor of Holy
Redeemer Chinese Catholic Church and School im@#lphia. For several
years he was the Diocesan Director of Pastoral foafdigrants and Refugees
in Philadelphia, overseeing many ethnic ministries. quite a few years Fr.
Tom and Ben Ouyang had organized joint summer ymitbkats.

Children’s Program Speakers Sr. Mary Catherine
Warehime, Daughters of Charity

Sr. Mary Catherine will have one or two more ssterhelp. Sr. Mary
Catherine is the vocation director of Daughter€bérity, Emmitsburg
Province. She has many years experience as fade@nd kindergarten
teacher at Catholic schools. She gives talksamehtary and middle school
students. Children just love her.
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Third Asian Pastoral Institute for Mission and Mini stry
“Growing in Spirituality”
July 6-8, 2007
Fordham University, New York

Who: Asian Catholics or anyone interested in dmlating with
Asian Catholics in the U.S. Church
Why: To listen, share, pray and celebrate with amether;

To grow in spirituality and leadership
Speakers: Rev. Msgr. George Madathiparambii, PR NXicar
General, Syro-Malabar Deeef Chicago
Rev. James Donovan, CSP — former local supesrathe
Paulist; Fathers in Waskamg DC; Ministered to
Chinese for many years
Rev. Lito Salaza, S.J. — Campus Ministry in Fordha
University; completing a doctorate degree in Nd#refs
Sr. Shalini D’'Souza — President of the SisterSlatareth,
Louisville, KY
Registration: $75, include room, meals, and mdteria
Participant will be responsible for travel costs
Deadline: June 25, 2007
Contact: Dr. Ruth Doyle, (718) 817-1724
Email:anyoprp@aol.com or
Carolyn Ngcarolyn.y.ng@gmail.corfor registration
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English Ministry Events and News

Monthly/Weekly Events :
1* Sat. of each month — Help serve dinner at Mt. Carmel Homeless Shelter
Joint LOCF/YABS Events:

LOCF Events:

DATE TIME ACTIVITY

June 16 6:30pm to 9pm family game night
June 29- family camp

July 1

July (date TBA) guys/girls day
August 11 senior banquet

AGE GROUP : LOCEF is for 7th - 12th Graders
YABS is for College and Young Professionals
LOCF CONTACT : Jonathan San (jysan2001@hotmail.com) ;
Liz Hum (LanLan312@gmail.com)
YABS CONTACT : David Tang (empdavid@yahoo.com);
Jason Mao (mm1@gl.umbc.edu)
Please check http://www.geocities.com/locfygyabs  or http://www.xanga.com/locf for
updates.

Pope’s Intention for JUNE 2007 #ii9—IE7e.&KXL@3Z&
General: That the Lord may protect sailors and all thoseived in
maritime activitiesé & ... 0;016$46+e,QO=F,b? &

Mission: That the Church in North Africa may bear witnesghvitis
presence and its action, to God's love for evedividual and all people.
8"¢g 5 6«P¥ eY'WO@b & Y3Zfi p» Ya#' 3 b$4&A|j|Y<as(N &F,

0A &

Pope’s Intention for JULY 2007 ('9—IE7e.&KxL@323&

General: That all citizens, individually and in groups, nmas enabled
to participate actively in the life and managemaithe common good.
&' 41 3 b$A&A|| p»P¥169 &D!® SDC<4$4UyCR®5a<}
Mission: That, aware of their own missionary duty, all Ctaiss may
actively help all those engaged in the evangebradif peoples,é '~

" %o#s 1&D ~ 1F, [5 '$% O  p»P¥I69 &D"U"Q [5 (“* &
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