
2010/  1 

!



2010/  2 

   
Who is Fr. Tou  

 
  

   

 
 

  
2010    13 

 

                                            
Encounter the Gospel of Life -              Sharon Chiang,Chelsie Pennello,Julian Pennello 18  

Seeking Perfection – my journey as an organ accompanist  Diana Yeh  20 
    2

!        22

                    
                                                             

  
 

English Ministry Events and News   34

Fall 2010 

"

#



2010/  1 

!"# $ % & ! ' (
) * % + , % )-

. / 0 1 2 %
% 3 2

4 %
5 % 6 4 78 % ' 9 6

%: ; * < , = % >! ?
, @ A B C , = %D E
* 6 $ 4 % ( F *

, G & H II & J K L

% $ ' M N O P;- .
K Q M % R S %T N> % U

V3>U 2

WX YO "# Z K [
[ - . Q E \ , ]H % - .^_ N

* `a O



2010/  2 

     From Fr. Ming 

October is the traditional month to honor Mary our patroness, mother, and model. I would like 
to take a moment to express my gratitude to God for loving us so much that He sent His only Son to 
become man to suffer and die for our sins. Also, we thank Mary for her willingness to do whatever 
the Father asked her in fulfilling this plan. She deserved the recognition by God. This mystery 
reminds us of our ultimate destiny if we are faithful to the Lord. 

           The essential duty of a Christian, therefore, is to be in everything a child of God. Let us call on 
Mary's motherhood, whose sovereign mission is to form the children of God. The greatest happiness 
we can give her is to let her bring us to the birth of grace. May she give us the sense of sonship, to 
love the Father and to speak to Him as children do. But why do we sometimes make such distinctions 
because of race, color, nationality, looks, health, wealth, success, and failure? Why do we hold back 
in showing the love of Christ to the world? 
In our devotion let us imitate Mary's great love for all God's children. She was willing to become the 
spiritual mother of every human being. Simply ask Mary to gently hold your hand as only a mother 
can and guide you through any shadows you may be experiencing. 

            We believe by our devotion to Mary she can lead us to Jesus and holiness. The rosary is a 
wonderfully secret way of knowing Mary and finding Jesus through her. A rose delights us because 
of its beauty; and when we say the rosary we ourselves may receive a crown of merit during our 
lifetime--a crown of peace at our death, and a crown of glory in heaven. 

St. Bonaventure sums up the Christian tradition when he writes that "One never finds Christ but with 
and through Mary  whoever seeks Christ apart from Mary seeks Him in vain". As your pastor I ask 
you to learn from Mary not just saying the rosary but also put it into practice. Have a holy Rosary 
Month. 
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• Who is Fr. Tou   
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So who is Fr. Louis Tou? 

(1) 1982 – Fr. Tou established Our Lady of China Pastoral Mission.   Because of his vision, then 
Archbishop James Hickey granted the Chinese Catholics a collective identity in the Archdiocese of 
Washington  (ADW) with the rights to worship regularly in our own language and to receive 
sacraments.  As a result, it is easier for new comers to find and join us.  It also makes us visible to the 
ADW and our fellow Catholics in the metropolitan area. 
(2) circa 1990 – Fr. Tou sent two parishioners to the ADW Office of the Black Catholics to plan for 
the celebrations of Dr. Martin Luther King.  Because of his encouragement, we learned to serve 
beyond our own ethnic group.  His continual support has strengthened many parishioners’ 
commitment to the Church.  His friendliness also makes him approachable, especially for children in 
receiving the sacrament of reconciliation.  
(3) 2001 – Fr. Tou received a visit from then Bishop Joseph Zen nnnn of Hong Kong in his 
retirement home.  On behalf of the Chinese Catholics he thanked the bishop for coming to DC to 
encourage the parishioners.  He is always thankful for acts of kindness, be they VIP visits, or just a 
gift as small as a pocket liturgical calendar.  He has shown us the virtue of gratefulness to God and to 
one another.  
Thank God for Fr. Tou.
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! Encounter the Gospel of Life!
 

Encounter the Gospel of Life (EGL) is an independent, non-profit organization of adults and 
young people working together to serve the needs of local communities through a work camp 
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experience based on the theology of Catholic Social Teaching. Founded in 
1997 Encounter™ engages more than 300 participants, and provides 
service in the Washington DC and Baltimore metro areas. Through direct 
relational service experiences, Encounter provides opportunities for 
formation and transformation for young people, young adults and adults.  
 

This past summer, 4 of our youth join the St. Francis of Assisi group to 
participate in this meaningful week of service camp. EGLX, July 11 - 16, 
2010, ended with 350+ youth, adults and young adults all working together 

to serve others in the DC Metro area, listening to the inspiring words and music of Chris Padgett, 
celebrating the sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation, forming leaders for our future and 
building new friendships for life. Special thanks to Mrs. Susan Lea, Director of Youth Ministry from 
St. Francis of Assisi, who lead our service group and took care of the kids throughout the camp. Also 
thank all the parishioners who purchased the donuts during our fundraising. May God Bless you all!  

For more information regarding EGL, please visit them on Facebook (Encounter Service 
Camp) or check out the website http://www.eglweb.org/default.aspx.  

 
EGL Reflection by Sharon Chiang 
 

This past summer, I went to Encounter, a service camp. This was my first year attending, so I 
had no idea what to expect from it. Each day, for five days, we would gather in the morning for mass 
and leave with our site groups to volunteer and serve each community. My site was Campfire USA, a 
camp that lasted all summer where kids would learn, make arts and crafts, and have free time in the 
gym. There were kids as young as three and as ones that were even our age. Being with them all day 
and getting to know them was extremely fun. The second day we went to volunteer, I was able to 
spend the day with the “Super Smiles,” the three and four-year olds. While they were playing with 
the toys, one of the counselors told me a story about her that touched my heart. She told me that the 
little girl was forced to move here with her brother from Haiti after the devastating earthquake. 
However, she always had a great, big smile on her face, as if nothing had happened before. It made 
me realize that no matter what happens in our lives that we have to look forward to what has yet to 
come and not the past. After each day of work, we would head back to the dorms to enjoy our free 
time, eat dinner, and walk to a different building for our evening talk. We started the evening with 
some songs played by the band and slowly calmed down to pray. On the first night, when they 
introduced Chris Padgett, our speaker, I thought he looked very serious and was just going to lecture 
us all night long. Nevertheless, as soon as he got on stage and started to tell us jokes, we could not 
stop laughing. Although he was funny, he was also able to teach us about God. I remember on the 
first night, he talked to us and told us how we are not perfect human beings. None of us are because 
we are all broken people and we need God’s help to get through these obstacles. On the third night, 
his talk was extremely heartfelt. The topic was about storms in our lives; whatever was bothering us 
or hurting us. By the end of the night, almost everyone was in tears because Chris helped us find a 
storm in each of our lives. That night was the most important to me and personally, was one of the 
best nights because we all got closer and learned things we would have never known about each other. 
I realized that Chris was an amazing speaker and he had an incredible impact on us. He was able to 
get us to open up and express our bottled up feelings to people that were strangers to us. On the last 
day at Campfire USA, it was hard for our whole group to leave because we had made so many 
memories and none of the kids wanted us to leave and we felt the same way. I highly encourage 
going to Encounter to anyone who has not gone yet. I am truly blessed to be able to tell others that I 
have had the experience to go to this camp because it changed my life and I hope to return next year. 
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EGL Reflection by Chelsie Pennello 
 

This summer I went to a camp called Encounter. This camp was a one week sleepover camp 
where every morning you would go to D.C. to help people out. The kids in the camp got split into 
groups. Each group had its own worksite that it would go to everyday for the remainder of the week. 
My group was assigned to elderly people who had hoarding problems. The elderly people that we 
were working with lived in an apartment that was so messy and filled with junk, that they were in 
danger of getting evicted from their apartment because their home was a fire hazard. The first day I 
went with my group I was a little afraid of what to expect. The woman in charge of our group’s 
worksite had already told us to expect the worst. When we went inside I couldn’t believe what I saw. 
There were books, videotapes, newspapers, and sadly, rat poop everywhere. The elderly woman’s 
room was stacked from the floor to the ceiling full of newspapers. We didn’t even find the elderly 
man’s doorway until the 3rd day. There was a path a foot wide amidst the junk in the dining room, 
and nobody attempted to get into the kitchen. For the duration of the week my group and I would be 
cleaning this squalid apartment. When I signed up for clean and fix, I had imagined painting fences 
and fixing mailboxes, not extreme cleaning. And I had to deal with not having a sense of 
accomplishment at the end of the day. After lugging newspapers into the recycling bins for 5 hours, 
the apartment still looked just as messy. But by the end of the week we had successfully put in 8 
bookshelves for their vast amount of books, videos, and DVDs (they had roughly the same amount of 
videos as Blockbuster), cleaned out all the newspapers in the elderly woman’s room (everyone started 
screaming when we found the floor), and in the process unearthed a bed beneath the newspapers in 
her room and a sofa in the living room beneath the piles of junk. This was definitely one of the 
hardest jobs I’ve ever done (considering there was no A.C. in the entire apartment complex), but I 
definitely learned some things. First of all, if I put my mind to something I can accomplish it, no 
matter how disgusting that something is. Secondly, it feels good to help other people out (at the end 
of the week we celebrated the elderly woman’s birthday with cupcakes and lemonade. She hadn’t 
celebrated it in 15 years.) And third of all, my parents can never tell me that my room is messy ever 
again.     
       
EGL Reflection by Julian Pennello 
 

Trying to summarize my weeklong experience in a camp called encounter is virtually 
impossible. The camp itself is around 13 years old and the goal is to help out and give back to the 
community. This camp in fact was hosted at college park, and we stayed in dorms not too far from 
Stamp. Over 400 people were at this camp with around 35 groups that would go to different places 
around D.C. and Maryland helping out. I was lucky enough to be working with people so my life was 
changed emotionally. My group was assigned to a place called Green Door in D.C. Green Door is a 
mansion that helps people with mental illnesses such as severe depression and schizophrenia. 
Members can stay in the house from 8:30AM-5:30PM and use all the resources the mansion had, 
such as computers and phones in order to find jobs. Our three hour commute had us walking, taking 
the bus, metro and more walking, but the experience was absolutely worth it. The first day my group 
and I got to know a little bit about the history of the mansion and a tour of the house. Afterwards I 
ended up helping a member with computer work. The look of appreciation in her eyes and the 
continued thank yous were so touching, and made me feel truly helpful. The second day as we were 
walking in the mansion door one of the members ran over to us to give us each a hug saying how 
awesome we were to come back. I ended up working in the kitchen for the rest of the week, where 
the members couldn’t stop thanking us.  All of us were touched, and you can imagine how hard it was 
to part with the members at the end of the week.   
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Seeking Perfection – my journey as an organ accompanist   
Diana Yeh  

 
When Michael took me to my first Catholic Mass thirty years ago, I was thoroughly amazed by the entire 
Eucharist celebration. From the magnificent music, the sacred scriptures, the inspiring responsorial, the 
Blessed Sacrament, to the witty homily of the priests; we sat, kneeled, and stood; we prayed, chuckled and 
nodded; the priests chanted, and the audience echoed solemnly yet joyfully. The heavenly ambiance struck me. 
This is how we should celebrate every moment with our God! The celebration of Eucharist is more than 
wondrous, it is perfection! Since then, while scrambling in this imperfect world, I seek moments of perfection 
in every Mass that I go to. 
More than a year ago, I was asked to assist in playing the organ during Sunday Masses as a substitute for the 
current key organist.  With extreme hesitation, I imposed myself back into a routine of constant piano 
practicing, a practice which I have not done for more than two decades. My first Mass celebration was on the 
eve of All Saints Day. Sitting in front of the huge organ, the loud noise I made from the organ was totally 
different than the piano music that I had practiced on, yet it was too late to run away. The Mass started, while 
Fr. Nick started the "Glory Be" in A, I played in D.  Fr. Nick stood on the altar smiled at me; out of panicky, I 
forgot to turn back the key for Our Father and lower the key for the communion hymn; the one hour Mass 
seemed to last forever….I finally ended my first Mass as an accompanist, far from perfect, of course. However, 
the embarrass moments were not ended than. A few months later, on Ash Wednesday when Fr. Nick was 
waiting to apply the ash, I played the offering song!  
It seems that the more I demanded for perfection, the more mistakes I would have made. In late May 2009, 
half of the choir members went on an Alaskan tour for two weeks. I was playing the St. Matthew's passion, 
which fit into the Holy Trinity mass that week. To accommodate the remaining choir members, the song 
needed to be lowered to the A key. I specifically remembered that I needed to turn down the key; however, 
with little knowledge of the chapel organ, instead of lowering the key, it was turned higher.  Even worse, I 
forgot to turn it back for the remaining liturgy!  There were also a few times, while I was playing music before 
the communion hymns, though all the parishioners had finished receiving communion, I just could not find a 
way to properly end the music in between. The song went on and the entire Eucharist celebration was waiting 
for me… My heart pounded, every time when new parishioners were introduced at the end of Mass, 
wondering if I had smashed their wondrous moments during that Mass! 
Although playing the organ for Mass has been challenging, the support of our choir members has been 
encouraging. We share a common bond of loving God and loving music. None of us are professional 
musicians, but all of us come with the zeal of learning and wanting to be better. There were disagreements and 
some arguments, but ultimately, all resolved in the common goals of serving God. Besides choir practices, we 
also go hiking together, have dinner gatherings, exchange health tips, and share good books and movies. 
Occasionally, we also attend each other's chorus performances. Together, our heartfelt voices fill weddings, 
birthdays, holidays, funerals, or whatever occasion a parishioner’s voice is needed; our sound completes each 
occasion.   
While the challenges continue, after having our parishioners tolerated my amateur organ music for more than 
one year, not only I finally can accompany the entire Mass celebration thoroughly by myself, my personal 
growth through the experience has been remarkable. Holding on to Jesus' promise: seek and you will find; the 
journey of playing organ at Mass became part of my journey in searching of faith; the more I seek, the closer I 
will be to God. As each week went by, I gradually recognized that whether perfect or not of my organ 
accompany, the true perfection is in God Himself.  As I seek Him, I find my moments of perfection, even in 
each imperfect liturgy caused by the wrong notes that I have played.             (March 2010) 
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English Ministry Events and News
 

Monthly/Weekly Events : 

1st Sat. of each month – Help serve dinner at Mt. Carmel Homeless Shelter 

 

LOCF/YABS Events: 

Day Date Event/Announcement Location 

Saturday 10/16/2010 Meeting: Topic TBD Ben and Jia-shieu's house 

Saturday 11/13/2010 Service Event: Soup Kitchen  

Saturday 11/27/2010 Social - Turkey Bowl Stone Mill Elementary (near 
Ben and Jia-shieu's house) 

Saturday 12/11/2010 Meeting: Topic TBD Ben and Jia-shieu's house 

Saturday 12/24/2010 Event: Joint Christmas Eve Mass St. Mary's in Rockville 

Monday 12/27/2010 Event: Christmas Party TBD 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

AGE GROUP:  

LOCF  is for 7th - 12th Graders;  

YABS is for College and Young Professionals 

LOCF CONTACT: 

 

Jonathan San    jysan2001@hotmail.com 

Liz Hum   LanLan312@gmail.com 

YABS CONTACT :  

David Tang   empdavid@yahoo.com 

Jason Mao   mm1@gl.umbc.edu 

Please check http://www.geocities.com/locfygyabs or http://www.xanga.com/locf for updates. 
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  Ruey_Pyng Lu 703-371-0474  

   Alice Ting 703-242-3605 
  Vincent Chiang 301-762-8455 Clare Tang 301-251-7831 

   7:30 pm 240-328-6252 1:45-4:00 pm  
    Rosa Hum 301-468-6127 Po-Chi Sun 703-690-9689 
      Carol Ruzicka 301-897-8103 Joe Moy 703-698-0482 

  301-762-0664 ( )  Carolyn Ng 301-474-3046 
   : ! !  : ; :  
     301-762-0664 3-5 !

( ) 11:30 am 
  Carol Ruzicka 301-897-8103  Eileen Tang 202-390-0868 

     5:30 pm Joe Moy 703-
698-0482 

  Joseph Kao 301-251-6742  
  Clare Tang 301-251-7831( ) 
  Cecilia Soohoo 703-323-8087 

   Christina Peng 703-222-5685 Alice Ting 703-242-3605 
    Joseph Kao 301-251-6742 Alice Ting 703-242-3605 

 Gary Wong (garywong@comcast.net) 
       (  - Mandarin) 

7:00-
9:00pm 

  301-610-0653 

   301-929-8254 

7:30-9:30pm 
St. Raphael   Joseph Kao 301-251-6742 

7:30pm 
 Rita Costa 703-924-7030 

 
9:30am 

  Carol Ruzicka 301-897-8103 

       (  - Cantonese) 
 

8:00 pm 
Gaithersburg   Ida Hsu 301-774-3845 

 
7:15 pm 

Fairfax   Helena Luk 703-569-3924 

2:00-4:30pm 
Pilgrims Tony Chan (hinwang@hotmail.com) 

11:00am 
 703-690-9689 

English Ministry 
Every Other Week Youth Group/Young Adult Liz Hum 301-468-6127 
Once per Month 
(Saturday) 

Everlasting Married Catholic Couples  Ben OuYang301-762-0664 

Once per Month 
(Saturday) 

YMCA Theresa Liu 301-762-8886 


